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Deal' Chairmati Martin:

, The National Ass.ocii\tion: of ;Black 'Owned Broadcasters. has serious·
concerns with. the proposed merger between XM and Sirius. Approval of Such .~

mergerwouI4reqtrlre,.the'CoInmissjOnjto ab~don its long stand,ing cOlmnitment·
.to competition aild diversj~l ah.dwou1¢iembrace amonopoly in'the s.atellite radio
market. .., , '. '

....

, No. Of'co~ies r~'d 0+/.
. . Liat.ABCOE '.'1" .',

0, ,;,

, ,,

.. .When the aJ.i>pli:ta~(o:Q.:tq,.permJt the x:M~Srrius :merg~r' wa~ filed ~ith the
Commis~on;I~.JAa.o:a.:fiiI;e<;'La~etit~on toJ)elly;the~ppHcaiion ort July 9,2007, In
our.Pethiop, ~eeJ(;1'?~'a\tii~~;thatt1te'app1i6~tion" which would perniit tli¢ ct~ation of
a monQPJy in:theradio '~rbadoastsatemte busi1;iess~ shqu1d be deriied;;because: (I)
it violat~s 'th~ Conuitission's i?oli~y .of inau~tainhlg ~t lea,st two cpm.petltors in the .
radio bfoa4cast sat~iite mdustry, (2) It will tead to fuith,er: con:mlidation,',i.n the
te:crestria1 radiofuduStry. 'and a correspondingJoss of ltUnority ovvne:tship·in ih~t

, industry, and (3}XNi ai.ld·~i1:ius·havi:t;ep~atedJYfailed to coriiply with·tl).eir pl'ior
~QJJilrtlit~n~liltstoth~ C:Ofn+nission, and, tIlerefoi'e, tbeycannot.r.easonably be relie~l

,., ;t!l~~#.tQi··~~·et:~ny Jie~ C6Ixu1¥twents th~y'make in connection ~itI:i the p~nding ,
, .\'.~p.bilica'tl.Q~., - . ..' .. . '
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The Honorable Kevin J. Martin
June 24, 2008'
Page Two

In addition,.llie commitment that has been proffered by- X1y1 and Si1'his;to provide 4% of
ch~els for programming targeted to minorities, ainounts to an offer of"crumbs" to ser-ye mote than
30%'ofthe U.S. populalion, and could only lead to a"crabs in the banel" fight Elmpng nllnprities for

, . '.

a mere handful of channels. '

, Ifthe Commission allows Sirius and XM to merge, the new entity will control more spectrum
than the entire AM an,d FM band. NABOB continues to oppose this merger for the reasons set forth
more ,fully m. o,urPetition to De~lY. However, shoUld the Commission consider a gr~t of 'this
application, 1t should obtain a meaningfill commitment of-channels ~or programmlng for minorities.

es L. Winston
xecutive Director and General Counsel

~Wlkn

cc: Cqmmissioner Michael 1. Copps
Commissioner .Jonathan S. Adelstein
.Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate
Commissioner Robert M;. McDowell, , ,

Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary
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